GROWTH   OF   BRITISH   INTERESTS
importance of the Gulf, together with the Tigris and Euphrates
valleys, as an alternative or quicker route to India was realized
first when the potentiality of steam as applied to river craft and
railways became evident, and later, when the development of
the internal combustion engine opened the way for Empire air
communications.
The extension and consolidation of British political organiza-
tion were among the first steps towards the conversion of the
Persian Gulf into an Indian Lake. A number of the points at
which the East India Company had set up its representatives
had already exercised considerable extra-commercial influence.
Their political importance was recognized by the British Gov-
ernment in the establishment of consulates, as at Basra in 1764.
At Bushire, the centre of Great Britain's interests in the Gulf, a
representative of H.M. Government replaced an official of the
East India Company as Resident. Harford Jones, Resident at
Basra, was sent, in 1798, to Baghdad as permanent Resident,
with a double object: to arrange with the semi-independent
Pasha for the transmission of official dispatches across the
wilayet, and to observe and counteract the work of French
agents believed to be active in that region.x Baghdad soon be-
came the chief centre of British influence in Turkish Arabia.
By 1822, the entire establishment of the East India Company
had acquired a political status. Factors and brokers became
Political Residents and native Agents. The relations between
the Gulf and England had passed from the ledgers of merchants
to the dispatches of statesmen.2
The Napoleonic menace to India, more dreaded than real,
passed,3 but the Russian pressure southward, begun in the
later part of the eighteenth century, intensified. Russia's long
1 India Office Records', Vol vi, Loose Papers, Packet u, Bundle i, Nos. 7,
8. Jones was created a baronet for his services.
8 Curzon, G. N., Persia and the Persian Question (z vols., 1892), Vol n, p. 553.
Until the war the Residents at Bushire and Baghdad, and the Consuls at Meshd,
Shiraz, Mohammerah and Basra were nominated and paid by the Government
of India, but reported both to it and to the Foreign Office. Ibid., p. 624.
3 Brit, and For. St. Papers, i, 151-70
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